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It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  we  are  able  to  embelish  and  honor  our  present  number 
with  an  engraved  portrait  of  that  patriarch  of  the  peace  cause,  the  venerable  Dr.  Worces¬ 
ter.  We  think  it  must  realise  the  idea  of  the  man,  as  it  exists  in  the  minds  of  those  who 
are  acquainted  with  his  writings.  It  is  a  faithful  daguerreotype  likeness  of  his  character, 
giving  us  all  the  lineaments  of  its  sweet  benignity  in  lively  expression.  We  subjoin  a 
short  sketch  of  this  good  man’s  history,  taken  from  his  “  Memoirs,”  by  the  late  Rev.  Henry 
Ware,  Jr.,  D.  D.,  and  published  by  J.  Munroe  &  Co.,  Boston  ;  a  work  which  commends  it¬ 
self  to  every  friend  of  humanity. — And  here  we  would  observe  that  it  is  intended  that  the 
present  volume  of  the  Advocate  shall  be  embellished  with  a  series  of  portraits  of  the  early 
and  earnest  advocates  of  peace,  provided  the  means  of  meeting  the  expense  may  be  ob¬ 
tained.  The  next  in  course  will  probably  be  that  of  William  Ladd,  the  American  apostle 
of  peace,  whose  memory  ought  to  be  precious  to  the  commonwealth  of  mankind. 

Dr.  Worcester,  born  in  Hollis,  N.  H.,  Nov.  23,  175S,  died  in  Brighton,  Mass.,  Oct.  31, 
1S37,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine.  His  early  opportunities  of  education  were  very  small ; 
“  neither  grammar  nor  geography  made  any  part  of  his  studies  ;  and  even  these  scanty 
advantages  ceased  when  he  was  but  sixteen  years  old.”  The  next  spring,  he  entered,  at 
the  age  of  seventeen,  the  army  of  the  Revolution  as  fifer,  and  continued  in  the  service 
about  eleven  months.  He  was  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  ver3r  narrowly  escaped 
being  taken  prisoner.  He  served  two  months  in  1777,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Bennington  ; 
but  he  soon  after  quit  the  service,  and  resisted  all  importunities  to  remain  or  return. 

The  influence  of  military  life  on  his  social  feelings,  he  thus  describes  ; 

“From  my  childhood  till  I  became  a  soldier,  my  sympathetic  affections  or  passions  were 
remarkably  tender;  so  that  I  was  easily  moved  to  tears  by  any  affecting  objects  or  cir¬ 
cumstances.  But  at  the  first  funeral  I  attended  at  home  after  having  been  in  the  army,  I 
was  shocked  to  find  myself  so  changed  and  so  unmoved  on  such  an  occasion.” 

At  the  age  of  seventeen.  Dr.  Worcester  taught  a  common  school,  and  there  learned  the 
art  of  teaching  himself,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  all  his  future  eminence  and  usefulness. 
“  In  the  course  of  that  winter,”  says  he,  “  I  probably  acquired  more  useful  knowledge  than 
I  had  ever  before  done  in  any  two  winters  by  going  to  school.  After  I  became  an  instruc¬ 
tor,  I  felt  the  importance  of  learning,  and  exerted  myself  to  obtain  it  by  such  means  as 
were  then  within  my  power.  I  found  myself  deficient  in  the  art  of  writing ;  and  being  at 
Plymouth  in  New  Hampshire  in  the  summer  season,  where  it  was  difficult  to  procure  paper 
during  the  war,  I  wrote  over  a  quantity  of  white  birch  bark,  in  imitation  of  some  excellent 
copies  which  I  found  in  that  place.  By  this  means  I  made  considerable  improvement  in 
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leisure  hours,  and  rainy  weather.  About  this  time  I  procured  a  dictionary,  which  was  the 
first  I  ever  had  the  privilege  of  perusing,  though  I  was  then  in  rriy  eighteenth  year.” 

On  the  day  he  was  twenty-one,  Dr.  W.  was  married,  and  settled  upon  a  farm  with  no  ex¬ 
pectation  of  any  higher  sphere  or  destiny.  Three  years  after,  he  moved  from  Plymouth, 
N.  II.,  to  Thornton,  in  the  same  State,  and  there  made  a  public  profession  of  religion.  Af¬ 
terjoining  the  church,  “he  formed  the  habit,  he  says,  ‘  of  examining  religious  subjects  by 
writing  short  dissertations  on  different  questions.’  lie  thus  went  through  a  long  process  of 
self-education;  not  so  much,  as  is  apparent,  from  views  of  ulterior  advantage,  as  simply 
from  the  activity  of  his  own  mind,  and  for  the  satisfaction  of  his  thoughts.  1  his  he  did  in 
the  midst  of  many  hindrances.  With  an  increasing  family,  and  no  means  of  subsistence 
but  the  labor  of  his  own  hands,  he  yet  contrived  to  make  time  for  the  studies  that  inter¬ 
ested  him.  In  order  to  do  this,  it  was  necessary  to  subject  himself  to  ‘  excessive  labor  while 
at  work to  snatch  intervals  as  he  could  between  school  hours  in  the  winter,  on  the  Sab¬ 
bath,  and  in  the  night  when  others  were  sleeping.  At  this  period  and  for  many  years  after, 
lie  employed  himself  a  portion  of  the  time  in  shoe-making;  and  much  of  his  studying  and 
writing  was  done  while  he  sat  at  work  upon  his  bench.  At  the  end  of  the  bench  lay  his 
lap-board,  with  his  pen,  ink  and  paper  upon  it.  When  thoughts  came  upon  him  clearly, 
and  were  ready  to  be  expressed,  he  laid  down  his  shoe,  placed  the  lap  board  on  his  knees, 
and  wrote  ‘  nearly  half  of  all  that  lie  wrote  on  religious  subjects,  before  he  began  to 
preach, — including  the  five  sermons  which  formed  his  stock  to  begin  with,  and  the  first 
pamphlet  which  he  ever  published.” 

In  17SG  Dr.  W.  was  licensed,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight,  to  preach  the  gospel,  and  was 
ordained  the  year  following  in  the  place  of  his  residence,  over  a  small  Congregational  So¬ 
ciety  too  poor  for  his  adequate  support ;  yet  he  remained  with  them  more  than  twenty 
years,  and  even  after  he  changed  his  views  respecting  the  Trinity,  and  published  them  in 
his  “  Bible  News.”  In  consequence  of  this  change,  he  was  appointed  editor  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Disciple,  and  removed  in  1813  to  Brighton  ;  but  he  relinquished  the  editorship  of  that 
work  in  ISIS,  and  commenced  the  publication  in  quarterly  numbers,  of  The  Friend  of 
Peace,  which  he  sustained  almost  exclusively  with  his  own  pen  for  ten  years,  up  to  the 
time  of  his  retiring,  at  the  age  of  seventy,  from  public  life  in  1S’2S.  From  this  date  to  his 
death  in  1837,  he  continued  a  very  diligent  student,  devoting  his  time  mainly  to  favorite 
points  in  theology,  and  preparing  for  the  press  several  pamphlets,  and  one  or  two  volumes 
on  those  topics. 

NOAH  WORCESTER,  D.  D. 

BY  REV.  E.  D A.VIS. 

In  days  of  old,  when  sternly 
Upon  the  tented  field, 

Our  fathers  battled  for  their  rights, 

Determined  not  to  yield  ; 

When,  through  the  precious  seed  time, 

The  rusty  plough  stood  still — 

When  bright  swords  flashed  upon  the  plain, 

And  watch  fires  on  the  hill ; 

An  ardent  youth  went  gaily 
Forth  from  his  loved  home  then, 

To  mingle  in  the  deadly  strife, 

With  mighty,  war-scarred  men. 

And  fiercely  strove  the  stripling, 

Amid  the  hosts  that  won 
The  world’s  applause,  at  Bunker  Hill, 

And  far-famed  Bennington. 
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But  lo  !  a  change  came  o'er  him, 

God’s  light  was  round  him  poured ; 
And  there  an  emblem  stood  revealed, 
Far  mightier  than  the  sword  : 

A  cross — the  cross  of  Jesus, 

While  in  a  clear  sweet  tone, 

A  voice  cried,  In  hoc  vinces, 

“  Prevail  by  this  alone.” 

The  youth  flung  by  his  armor, 

And  left  the  battle  plain, 

Though  many  a  mail  clad  warrior 
Besought  him  to  remain  ; 

Amid  their  fond  caressings, 

In  cold  contempt,  the  same, 

He  lifted  Love’s  white  Banner, 

In  his  Redeemer's  name. 

Long  years  have  now  been  numbered, 
Since  in  his  fervent  zeal, 

That  youth  forever-more  renounced, 
The  conquering  sword’s  appeal : 

And  though  the  friends  beside  him, 

In  those  long  years,  were  few, 

2\o  dark  forebodings  could  avail, 

His  spirit  to  subdue. 

Peace  to  thee  !  loved  Apostle, 

Thy  mission  here  is  o’er  ; 

The  hateful  feuds  that  blast  the  earth, 
Shall  break  thy  rest  no  more. 

Fresh  though  the  flowers  are  springing, 
Where  sleeps  thy  wasting  clay, 

0,  fresher  far  thy  name  shall  bloom, 

As  ages  roll  away. 


\ 


Love  ancl  peace  are  special  messengers  from  heaven  ;  hatred  and  war 
are  emissaries  from  hell. 

Peace,  o’er  the  world  thine  olive  branch  extend,  and  make  the  falchion 
to  a  plough  share  bend. — Pope. 

As  well  might  the  executioner  parade  his  axe  or  halter,  as  the  soldier 
his  sword. — Channing. 

War  is  full  of  misery  and  suffering.  It  butchers  men  by  the  thousand, 
and  buries  them  like  dogs. 

The  spirit,  doctrines  and  precepts  of  the  gospel  foibid  war. 

One  murder  makes  a  villain  ;  millions,  a  hero  ! — Bp.  Porteus . 
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When  we  assumed  the  charge  of  the  Advocate,  it  was  an  ardent  hope  of  our  heart  to 
make  it  an  Anglo-Saxon  Magazine,  if  not  the  organ  of  Universal  Brotherhood.  The  idea 
was  grateful  to  our  imagination,  that  this  little  monthly  messenger  of  peace  might  be  as 
locally  interesting  and  original  in  England  as  in  this  country,  from  its  pages  being  filled 
with  contributions  from  the  friends  of  peace  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic.  We  hope  yet 
to  realise  this  idea,  at  least  in  respect  to  the  contents  of  the  Advocate.  In  our  first  num¬ 
ber,  we  had  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  its  readers  an  original  article  from  Thomas  Dick, 
L.  L.  D.,  of  Scotland,  and  another  from  Rev.  J.  Angell  James,  of  England.  We  received  by 
the  Hibernia,  through  our  friend  Dr.  Lee,  the  following  interesting  article,  which  we  would 
commend  to  an  attentive  perusal.  We  know  of  no  reason  but  the  author’s  modesty  for 
withholding  his  name  from  the  public,  and  he  will  pardon  us  if  we  attach  less  force  to  that 
than  he  does  himself.  The  writer  of  the  Address  below  is  H.  T.  T.  Macnamara,  Esq.  Bar¬ 
rister,  in  London,  and  author  of  a  Prize  Essay  on  Peace,  one  of  the  ablest  productions  on 
that  subject,  that  can  be  found  in  the  English  language. 

ADDRESS  TO  THE  AMERICANS  ON  THE  OREGON  QUESTION. 

BY  AN  ENGLISHMAN. 

Brethren  : — I  may  well  address  you  by  this  title,  for  we  are  descend¬ 
ed  from  the  same  ancestors,  and  are  the  offspring  of  the  same  Mother 
country.  All  human  beings  are  brethren,  as  they  acknowledge  one  great 
Father ;  but  we,  in  addition  to  this  important  relationship,  are  also  allied 
by  ties  of  blood,  by  human  affinities. 

I  offer  no  apology  for  my  seeming  presumption  in  writing  to  you  as  a 
nation,  because  I  feel  that  each  individual  at  the  present  crisis  has  a  duty 
to  perform,  and  however  humble  he  may  be,  however  weak  his  powers, 
yet  he  should  exert  them,  such  as  they  are,  and  protest  against  the  com* 
mission  of  a  great  crime.  And  although  one  alone  now  appeals  to  you, 
yet  he  expresses  the  sentiments  and  sympathies  of  many  thousand,  in  his 
own  land. 

As  in  my  own  family,  I  would  desire  to  jieal  wounds  inflicted  by  un¬ 
kind  words  or  actions,  so  would  I  lift  up  my  humble  voice  to  effect  a  rec¬ 
onciliation  between  you  and  your  brothers. 

You  are  a  great  and  powerful  nation.  You  have  made  some  progress 
in  the  arts  and  sciences,  which  are  alike  useful  and  honorable  to  the  human 
race  ;  like  us,  you  have  numerous  charitable  and  philanthropic  Institutions  ; 
Temperance  and  Peace  Societies  adorn  your  land  and  correspond  with 
kindred  associations  in  Great  Britain.  Your  standard  literature  is  of  a 

J 

high  character,  and  you  share  with  us  the  glories  of  Shakspeare  and  Mil- 
ton,  who  belonged  to  our  common  country.  You  can  turn  with  delight  to 
the  disinterested  patriot  Washington,  the  scientific  Franklin  and  Fulton, 
the  eloquent  Channing,  the  amiable  William  Ladd  who  may  truly  be  call¬ 
ed  the  apostle  of  Peace  and  Temperance,  the  upright  and  learned  judges 


ADDRESS  ON  THE  OREGON  QUESTION.  80 

Story  and  Kent,  with  man}'  others  of  distinguished  fame.*  but  so  indis¬ 
solubly  are  we  connected  by  ancient  ties,  that  Englishmen  also  feel  an  hon¬ 
est  pride  in  these  renowned  characters  and  claim  relationship  with  their 
honored  names.  The  British  historian  points  to  their  deeds  with  pecu¬ 
liar  pleasure  and  congratulates  his  countrymen  on  their  common  descent. f 
And  let  us  not  forget  that  Washington,  after  having  achieved  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  his  country,  gave  the  warmest  advice  to  cultivate  the  friend¬ 
ship  of  Great  Britain,  and  by  his  casting  vote  just  before  his  resignation, 
ratified  a  treaty  of  amicable  and  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
mother  country  and  her  emancipated  offspring. 

The  discoveries  of  Franklin  belong  to  universal  science  and  are  a  bril- 
liant  legacy  to  all  nations.  And  it  may  be  well  at  this  time  to  recall  to 
your  memories  a  letter  written  by  him  in  1783  to  an  English  Functionary, 
in  which  speaking  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  he  says,  “What  repeated 
follies  are  these  repeated  wars !  How  many  excellent  things  might  have 
been  done  to  promote  the  eternal  welfare  of  each  country  !  What  bridges, 
roads,  canals,  and  other  public  works  and  institutions  tending  to  the  com¬ 
mon  felicity,  might  have  been  made  and  established  with  the  money  and 
men  foolishly  spent  during  the  last  seven  years  by  our  mad  wars  in  doing 
one  another  mischief!”  i; 

Fulton  has  wonderfully  increased  our  facilities  of  communication,  and 
thus  enabled  us  the  better  to  exchange  the  products  of  our  industry,  and 
to  confer  mutual  benefits.  Charming  and  Ladd,  though  much  attached 
to  the  institutions  of  their  own  country,  yet  were  the  frequent  and  pow¬ 
erful  advocates  of  England.  They  were  the  strenuous  opponents  of  war. 
and  the  friends  of  a  Christian  and  pacific  policy. 

\  The  admirable  works  on  jurisprudence  by  Story  and  Kent  are  recog¬ 
nized  in  their  principles  in  every  civilized  system  of  justice,  and  so  high 
is  the  veneration  entertained  in  England  for  the  late  Mr.  Justice  Store, 
that  it  is  proposed  to  erect  a  statue  of  him  in  one  of  our  chief  halls  of  law. 

We  have  now  been  at  peace  with  each  other  for  more  than  a  fourlh  of 
a  century,  and  both  nations  have  fully  derived  the  benefits,  which  ever 

*  Among  your  diplomatists,  Webster,  Jar,  Everett  and  Me  Lane  might  be  named;  nor 
should  we  omit  Lieutenant  Gilliss  and  other  astronomers,  or  the  many  excellent  meteorol¬ 
ogists,  geologists,  and  professors  of  natural  history,  whose  labors  are  an  ornament  to  their 
country  and  a  benefit  to  mankind. 

t  Alison  in  his  History  of  Europe  during  the  French  Revolution  (v.  3.  p.  202.)  after  des¬ 
cribing  Washington  as  a  Cromwell  without  his  ambition  and  a  Sylla  without  his  crimes, 
continues,  “It  is  the  highest  glory  of  England  to  have  given  birth  even  amidst  trans-atlun- 
tic  wilds  to  such  a  man.” 

|  Dip.  Corr :  v.  4.  p.  172. 
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arise  from  peace.  There  have  been  disputes,  but  they  have  been  wisely 
arranged  by  negotiation  or  arbitration. 

The  question  relating  to  the  Oregon  Territory  has  been  warmly  discuss¬ 
ed,  and  language  which  had  been  better  had  it  been  more  temperate,  has 
been  used  respecting  it  in  both  countries.  But  surely  at  this  period  of 
the  world’s  advancement,  we  shall  not  allow  a  dispute,  like  this,  to  plunge 
us  into  all  the  horrors  of  war.  Are  we  tired  of  peace  and  its  tranquil 
blessings,  or  do  we  forget  the  frightful  results  of  war,  because  some  years 
have  elapsed  since  it  was  waged  between  us  ? 

We  are  allied,  I  have  said,  by  the  ties  of  relationship  ;  and  any  physi¬ 
cal  conflict  between  us  will  partake  of  the  bitter  and  vengeful  attributes 
of  civil  war ;  we  are  also  united  by  common  interests,  by  commerce,  the 
intermixture  of  our  people,  the  progress  of  civilization,  the  advancement 
of  the  human  race,  and  by  that  wide  class  of  sympathies,  which  should 
ever  prevail  between  great  nations  of  a  free  and  enlightened  character. 

The  generous  and  sound  principles  of  urirestrained  commerce  which 
are  about  to  be  adopted  by  England,  will  draw  us  more  closely  to  each 
other,  and,  by  rendering  our  interests  more  dependant,  afford  an  additional 
guarantee  for  peace.  Our  countrymen  are  settled  on  your  shores  and 
have  cultivated  your  soil.  Do  not  now  moisten  it  with  their  blood  ! 

Our  subjects  are  serving  in  many  of  your  vessels.  Do  not  compel 
them  to  fight  against  their  natural  country  or  to  desert  your  colors !' 

By  all  the  considerations  which  I  have  mentioned,  we  implore  of  you 
collectively  and  individually  to  use  your  influence  in  averting  the  horrors 
of  war.  By  the  associations  of  the  past,  by  anticipations  of  the  future, 
we  appeal  to  you  not  to  retard  the  progress  of  mankind  and  throw  it  back, 
it  may  be  a  century.  The  march  of  science  will  be  arrested  ;  the  legisla¬ 
tion  of  peace  suspended  ;  great  public  works  of  utility  neglected  ;  com¬ 
merce  impeded  ;  the  hands  of  man  imbrued  in  his  brother’s  blood,  and  an 
awful  responsibility  incurred  by  all,  who  have  not  endeavored  to  prevent 
such  calamities. 

But  you  may  say,  are  we  then  tamely  to  yield  our  rights  ?  I  answer, 
certainly  not,  but  trust  not  those  rights  to  the  chances  of  battle  ;  involve 
not  yourselves  and  us  in  a  devastating  conflict,  for  the  result  of  the  acci¬ 
dents  of  war,  when  you  may  have  your  title  properly  examined  and  es¬ 
tablished  on  a  safe  and  just  basis. 

For  after  all,  what  is  the  dispute  between  us  ?  It  is  merely  a  question 
of  title  to  a  certain  portion  of  land.  It  is  the  same  in  principle  as  if  A 
and  B,  two  citizens,  were  to  claim  the  same  estate.  And  should  you  not 
think  it  the  height  of  madness  to  allow  them  to  decide  their  respective 
rights  by  seeing  which  was  the  stronger  man,  which  could  by  physical 
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strength  take  and  retain  possession  of  the  land  ?  Such  a  course  could  not 
lead  to  any  satisfactory  result.  The  title  would  be  as  uncertain  as  ever  ; 
the  principles  of  justice  would  remain  unapplied  to  the  facts  of  the  case* 
You  would  say  to  them,  appeal  to  the  Tribunal,  where  human  reason,  not 
brute  force,  governs  the  decision  ;  where  the  claims  will  be  examined 
thoroughly,  the  evidence  analyzed  and  weighed,  the  truth  made  manifest 
by  calm  and  unprejudiced  inquiry. 

So  do  I,  and  the  numerous  class  of  Englishmen,  who  think  with  me, 
say  to  you,  Submit  the  case  to  negotiation  or  the  arbitration  of  a  disinter¬ 
ested  state,  not  to  the  force  of  arms.  If  your  claim  can  be  supported  by 
proofs  of  its  justice,  you  may  reasonably  expect  a  decision  in  your  favor, 
while  if  you  appeal  to  the  sword,  the  result  will  not  depend  on  the  just¬ 
ice  of  your  title,  but  the  strength  and  discipline  of  contending  forces,  the 
skill  of  generals,  or,  it  may  be,  the  mere  accidents  of  wind  and  weather. 
It  would  be  better  to  decide  the  dispute  by  a  throw  of  the  dice. 

Should  important  rights  be  made  to  depend  on  such  a  basis  ?  And  do 
you  think  that  you  will  deserve  success,  if  you  refuse  our  offer  to  refer 
the  question  to  arbitration  ?  No  !  the  sin,  the  awful  sin  will  be  on  you  ; 
you  will  be  answerable  for  the  blood  shed  and  the  suffering  inflicted  by 
your  refusal.  And  sooner  or  later  you  will  expiate  your  sin  by  a  heavy 
punishment,  which  falls  upon  nations,  as  surely  as  upon  individuals  for 
their  offences.  But  why  do  I  speak  thus  ?  You  cannot,  will  not,  give  so 
lamentable  an  example  to  other  nations  and  for  future  disputes,,  as  to  re¬ 
ject  our  offer  of  arranging  this  matter  amicably.  It  is  a  question  above 
all  others  adapted  for  settlement  by  arbitration.  It  is  a  question  of  rights 
extending  over  many  years  and  resting  on  complicated  facts.  There  has 
been  a  joint  occupation  of  the  territory  by  the  Americans  and  British  for 
more  than  fifty  years  ;  the  cause  of  dispute  has  already  been  made  the 
subject  of  several  negotiations  and  treaties  ;  neither  government  has  yet 
exercised  “  eminent”  dominion  over  the  parts  occupied  by  their  respect¬ 
ive  subjects,  and  it  is  impossible  that  the  question  can  all  at  once  without 
the  addition  of  new  facts  have  become  so  simple,  as  to  admit  of  no  doubt 
whatever,  and  to  justify  either  party  in  seizing  upon  the  whole  of  the  ter¬ 
ritory.  And  even  if  3  011  should  satisfy  yourselves  as  to  the  justice  of 
your  proceedings,  remember  )tou  would  be  acting  as  judges  in  your  own 
cause,  and  it  will  be  difficult  to  satisfy  other  nations  of  your  fair  dealing 
in  thus  terminating  a  joint  possession  of  long  continuance  by  a  sudden, 
aggressive  assertion  of  an  undivided  right. 

The  mere  statement  of  the  points  in  controversy  between  us  is  quite 
sufficient  to  show  the  absurdity  of  attempting  to  decide  them  bjr  any 
means  but  that  of  calm  and  rational  inquiry., 
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The  United  States  claim  the  Oregon  on  four  distinct  grounds,  1.  By 
prior  occupancy  —  2.  By  prior  discovery  —  3.  By  cession  from  the 
French,  who,  it  is  said,  were  entitled  to  it  by  contiguity  to  Louisana,  and 
4,  by  virtue  of  cession  from  Spain. 

To  each  of  these  claims  it  is  answered  by  Great  Britain, 

1.  That  her  subjects  were  the  prior  occupants  of  the  northern  part  of 
the  territory,  and  also  that  they  purchased  the  settlements  of  the  first 
American  occupants  of  the  southern  part.  This  question,  then,  depends 
on  the  evidence  brought  forward  by  the  two  governments  to  prior  occu¬ 
pancy  and  will  embrace  a  wide  enquiry. 

2*  That  by  the  law  of  nations,  mere  discovery  without  occupancy  is 
an  insufficient  title.  But  were  it  otherwise,  that  British  adventurers  dis¬ 
covered  parts  of  the  Oregon  before  Americans.  This  point  involves  an 
examination  of  International  law  and  of  the  facts  alleged. 

3.  That  the  land  in  dispute  is  not  so  situated  in  regard  to  Louisiana 
as  to  come  within  the  doctrine  of  contiguity,  and  therefore  the  French 
were  never  entitled  to  it.  This  must  depend  on  the  geographical  position 
of  Oregon  in  relation  to  Louisiana  and  on  the  true  doctrine  of  contiguity. 

4.  That  Spain  by  a  prior  treaty  had  ceded  a  moiety  of  her  rights,  or  a 
joint  participation  in  them,  so  far  as  concerned  the  Oregon,  to  Great  Brit- 
ian,  The  United  States  reply  that  the  treaty  has  put  an  end  tc  by  war 
between  Spain  and  Great  Britain,  to  which  it  is  answered  that  a  treaty 
of  such  a  character  (involving  a  surrender  of  land)  could  not  according  to 
the  law  of  nations  be  extinguished  by  war,  and  your  own  minister  Jno. 
Wheaton  has  clearly  expressed  the  same  opinion,  (See  his  “  International 
Law,”  vol.  1.  p.  29G.)  which  is  supported  by  decisions  in  your  Supreme 
Court.  It  is  also  contended  that  even  if  the  treaty  had  been  extinguished, 
it  was  revived  by  a  subsequent  treaty.  The  decision  of  this  question  de¬ 
pends  on  the  construction  of  treaties,  the  interpretation  of  International 
law  and  an  inquiry  into  the  former  rights  of  Spain. 

I  do  not  presume  to  offer  any  opinion  upon  the  validity  of  either  claim  ; 
my  purpose  is  to  show  you  that  you  might  as  well  attempt  to  fix  the  true 
age  of  the  world,  or  establish  the  nebular  theory  by  the  swore,  as  to  de¬ 
cide  satisfactorily  or  justly  the  Oregon  question  by  an  appeal  to  arms. 

Surely  the  United  States  may  adopt  a  course  more  worthy  of  themselves, 
than  to  light  up  the  flames  of  war.  They  have  the  option  of  continuing  . 
the  present  joint  occupation,  of  referring  the  matter  to  arbitration  or  ne¬ 
gotiation,  or  of  taking  one  half  of  the  territory  by  an  equitable  partition. 

The  world  is  large  enough  for  us  all,  and  depend  upon  it,  we  shall  not 
improve  it  by  fighting  amongst  ourselves,  We  have,  I  hope,  become 
wiser  in  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century  than  to  risk  the  advantages 
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of  peace  for  the  certain  evils  of  war  and  to  waste  the  resources  of  two 
great  nations  on  the  field  of  battle. 

Believe  me,  my  brethren,  one  who  seeks  to  deserve  the  character  of 

An  UNPREJUDICED  AND  PEACEFUL  ENGLISHMAN. 

London ,  Feb.  12,  1846. 


PATRIOTIC  SLAVERY. 

BY  J.  P.  BLANCHARD. 

We  read  in  an  old  fable  that  an  Ass  loaded  with  panniers  laid  down 
and  refused  to  go  any  further;  that  his  master  whipped  him  up,  telling 
him  that  the  enemy  was  approaching,  and  if  he  did  not  move  quick  he 
would  fall  into  their  hands  ;  to  which  the  Ass  replied,  that  “  he  did  not 
care  for  that,  if  he  was  to  carry  heavy  loads  and  be  whipped,  it  might  be 
as  well  by  one  master  as  another.”  Now  there  are  a  number  of  very 
respectable  persons  in  our  community  who  would  be  very  indignant  at 
the  imputation  of  the  name  or  character  of  the  humble  quadruped  above 
mentioned,  who  vet  really  do  not  seem  to  have  attained  the  light  which 
would  enable  them  to  act  so  sensibly.  You  will  hear  them  denouncing 
the  rulers  of  the  country  as  unprincipled  demagogues,  striving  to  promote 
the  supremacy  of  their  party  or  their  own  private  interests,  without  re¬ 
gard  to  the  rights,  or  the  good  of  the  people,  and  ready  at  any  time  to 
plunge  the  nation  into  war  if  these  selfish  ends  can  be  accomplished  by  it ; 
and  in  the  next  breath  telling  you,  that  you  must  have  a  strong  military 
force,  and  place  it  in  the  hands  of  these  very  unprincipled  men,  that  they 
may  protect  you  against  foreign  aggression. 

Now  at  the  risk  of  being  placed  in  the  company  of  the  Ass,  I  say  with 
that  animal,  if  I  am  to  be  trodden  down  by  a  military  despotism,  it  mat¬ 
ters  not  to  me  whether  the  head  of  that  despotism  is  at  Washington,  Lon¬ 
don  or  Paris  ;  either  of  the  two  last  might  treat  me  with  more  lenity  than 
the  first,  whose  responsibility  for  abuse  of  power  would  be  merged  in 
that  of  a  servile  majority. 

But  says  one  of  the  respectable  bipeds,  we  don't  propose  to  entrust  our 
Government  with  a  regular  standing  army,  like  those  of  France  or  Eng¬ 
land  ;  we  know  that  such  a  thing  would  be  destructive  of  liberty,  for  our 
public  orators  have  always  told  us  so  ;  but  we  wish  to  have  a  numerous, 
well  organised  and  drilled  militia — citizen  soldiers — whose  interests 
and  feelings  are  the  same  as  yours,  and  who  can  never  be  made  instru¬ 
ments  of  tyranny.  This  fallacy  is  maintained  by  the  most  talented  and 
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eminent  politicians  in  the  face  of  sound  reason  and  constant  experience. 
It  arises  from  confounding  two  distinct  things,  viz.  the  power  to  ena¬ 
ble  the  head  of  a  Government  to  overthrow  Constitutional  barriers  and  es¬ 
tablish  a  despotism  in  form,  and  the  power  given  to  one  class  of  citizens 
to  infringe  with  impunity  the  rights  of  other  citizens,  which  is  a  many¬ 
headed  despotism  in  fact. 

It  is  true  that  no  militia  force  will  assist  a  President  to  make  himself 
an  unlimited  King,  for  the  plain  reason  that  he  cannot  bring  them  sufli- 
ciently  under  his  control,  unless  he  should  choose  to  make  or  provoke  a 
war,  in  which  case  he  becomes  a  “  Dictator”  at  once,  whatever  may  be 
his  title ;  but  for  this  very  reason  this  militia  are  less  restrained  by  him 
from  aggressions  on  other  citizens  ;  and  let  no  one  suppose  they  will  refrain 
from  such  aggressions  because  they  are  fellow  citizens, for  experience  show’s 
that  temporary  power  is  as  often  abused  as  that  which  is  permenant. 
We  need  not  go  back  to  the  overwhelming  proof  of  this,  afforded  by  the 
militia  tyrannies  of  ancient  nations  and  those  of  the  middle  ages  ;  the  wri¬ 
ter  has  himself  witnessed  in  the  present  age  and  in  this  boasted  land  of 
liberty,  the  most  violent  outrages  on  private  rights,  directed  by  subordinate 
militia  commanders,  which  no  law,  has  checked  or  punished.  If  we  must 
have  military  tyrants,  give  us  those  which  are  controlled  by  others  who 
are  higher  and  more  responsibly. 

But  a  militia  organization  is  1$  itself  a  despotism.  Soldiers  of  the  reg¬ 
ular  army  are  enlisted  apparently  by  consent  and  are  paid  for  their  crim¬ 
inal  services.  They  are  generally  the  refuse  of  society  who  are  hired  to 
commit  murders  for  Government  instead  of  doing  so  on  their  own  account; 
but  the  honest  citizen  is  compelled  to  enter  the  militia  establishment  and 
there  to  expose  his  person  to  danger  and  his  morals  to  contamination,  and 
to  be  reduced  to  a  slavery  which,  according  to  Franklin,  “  is  worse  than 
that  of  a  negro.”  It  may  indeed  be  temporary,  but  he  is  constantly  lia¬ 
ble  to  it ;  and  if  it  is  frequent  enough  to  be  efficient,  it  will  produce  a  hab¬ 
it  of  submissiveness  which  ever  has  and  ever  will  destroy  all  mental  in¬ 
dependence. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  who  have  long  been 
accustomed  to  the  presence  of  a  regular  military  force  in  their  own  land, 
which  indeed  they  abhor  as  an  incubus,  yet  have  never  considered  it  as  in¬ 
fringing  their  own  individual  liberty ;  but  the  recent  proposal  of  govern¬ 
ment  to  raise  by  draft  a  militia  force,  has  spread  a  flame  of  panic  through 
the  kingdom.  Crowded  meetings  have  assembled  to  protest  against  the 
measure,  and  every  where  is  portrayed  the  glaring  injustice  of  compell¬ 
ing  men  to  quit  their  families  and  their  industry,  to  go  out  “  to  shoot  and 
be  shot  at,”  for  the  alleged  protection  of  other  men  who  will  remain  safely 
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at  liome.  Yet  this  is  the  very  principle  on  which  the  defence  of  this 
country  is  rested,  by  a  people  who  are  ever  boasting  that  they  are  freer 
than  those  of  Britain. 

The  time,  it  is  honed,  will  soon  arrive  when  the  common  sense  of  men 
will  at  least  come  up  to  that  of  the  fabled  brute,  and  they  will  see  the  ab¬ 
surdity  of  endeavoring  to  preserve  political  freedom  by  a  military  system 
which  makes  instruments  or  victims  of  tyranny  of  every  citizen  in  the 
land;  and  when  intelligent  Christians  shall  perceive  that  armed  establish¬ 
ments  of  a  y  sort,  avowedly  designed  for  deliberate  murders  of  foreign 
brethren  on  a  great  scale,  can  never  be  blessed  by  the  God  of  love  as  the 
means  of  the  safety,  liberty  or  peace  of  nations: 


UMYEI§AL  BEOTHEUHOOD. 

A  Word  to  Use  Working  Men  of  America 

From  tlieir  Hretlireai  across  tlae  Atlantic. 

The  National  Association  for  promoting  the  Political  and  Social  Improve¬ 
ment  of  the  People,  to  the  Working  Classes  of  America ,  on  the  War 
Spirit  that  is  sought  to  be  excited  between  tlte  two  Countries. 

Working  Men  of  America  : 

By  our  alliance  of  blood,  of  language,  and  religion,  as  well  as  by  every 
aspiration  we  feel  for  the  mutual  freedom,  peace,  prosperity  and  happi¬ 
ness  of  our  respective  countries,  we  would  address  you  as  brethren  ;  in 
the  assurance  that,  as  brethren,  our  interests  are  identified,  and  in  the 
hope  that  no  other  spirit  than  that  of  brotherhood  may  long  continue  to 
exist  between  us. 

But  the  hostile  threats  and  warlike  preparations,  the  jealousies  and 
prejudices  now  sought  to  be  fomented  by  the  interested,  thoughtless,  and 
immoral  of  your  country  and  our  own,  have  awakened  us  to  a  deep  sense 
of  the  dangers  which  threaten  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  Working  Class¬ 
es  of  all  Countries  ; — evils  which  we  believe  our  mutual  understanding 
and  wise  and  determined  resolutions  may  timely  avert. 

You,  fortunately,  possessing  political  power  to  restrain  the  unjuts  acts 
of  your  rulers,  are,  we  fear,  too  apt  to  believe  that  the  persecutions,  en¬ 
croachments,  and  insolence  which  for  ages  past  have  characterised  the 
Aristocracy  of  England  towards  most  nations  of  the  earth,  have  been 
shared  in  by  the  great  body  of  the  industrious  classes  ;  who,  unhappily, 
for. the  most  part,  have  hitherto  had  neither  voice  nor  vote  in  the  matter. 

That  the  power  and  influence  of  our  Aristocracy  over  the  minds  and 
consciences  of  men,  their  perversion  of  every  principle  of  morality  and 
precept  of  religion  to  uphold  their  power  and  monopolies,  have  often  en¬ 
abled  them  to  enlist  great  numbers  of  our  unreflecting  brethren  to  fight 
their  battles,  and  espouse  their  cause,  we  readily  admit ;  but  those,  we 
conceive,  should  be  pitied,  rather  than  blamed,  as  the  deluded  victims  of 
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selfish  and  hypocritical  men  ;  persons  who  have  perverted  justice  and 
truth  for  gain,  and  the  religion  of  peace  and  good-will  for  the  purposes  of 
war,  contention,  and  strife. 

Within  the  last  few  years,  however,  knowledge  has  been  rapidly  extend¬ 
ing  its  influence  among  the  industrious  millions  of  England — universal 
right  is  now  asserted,  and  is  progressing,  despite  persecution  and  suffer¬ 
ings — anomalies,  corruptions,  and  vices  in  Church  and  State,  are  being 
exposed — unjust  privileges  and  monopolies  decried  ;  and  mental  and  mor¬ 
al  worth  fast  allying  itself  to  the  cause  of  humanity  and  justice.  Thus 
knowledge,  extending  and  combining,  is  fast  calling  forth  mental  light  and 
political  power,  tending  to  the  good  of  our  country,  such  as  our  State 
Church  can  no  longer  mislead,  standing  armies  restrain,  nor  aristocratic 
influence  avert. 

This  progressive  improvement  towards  a  higher  state  of  civilization  and 
happiness,  to  which  all  good  men  are  looking  forward  with  delight,  our 
aristocratic  rulers  would  gladly  mar,  and  nothing  but  war  and  national 
commotion  would  favor  the  accomplishment  of  their  wishes.  With  the 
high-swelling  cant  of  “  individual  glory”  and  “  national  honor!”  the  din 
and  dazzle  of  warlike  preparation,  they  would  speedily  intoxicate  the  un¬ 
reflecting.  They  would  then  be  enabled  to  turn  the  national  mind  from 
all  social  and  political  improvement  to  the  prospects  of  foreign  battles, 
and  brilliant,  (though  expensive)  victories.  Our  present  moral  and  in¬ 
tellectual  progress,  the  advance  of  trade,  commerce,  and  the  peaceful  arts 
of  life,  would  then  be  stayed  and  obstructed  by  the  unholy  scourge  of  war, 
and  thousands  of  our  brethren  having  their  worst  passions  loosened  and 
excited,  would  be  transformed  into  savage  demons  thirsting  for  blood. 

We  beseech  you,  working  men  of  America,  do  not  permit  yourselves  to 
be  drawn  or  seduced  into  war,  and  thus  afford  the  enemies  of  our  liberties 
and  the  haters  of  yours,  a  pretext  and  opportunity  to  produce  those  lam¬ 
entable  results;  nay,  it  may  be  to  jeopardize  the  rights  and  liberties  which 
you  now  enjoy.  Your  country  has  long  been  an  asylum  for  persecuted 
freedom  throughout  the  world,  and  your  democratic  institutions  inspire 
the  hopeful  and  struggling  among  all  nations;  but  while  your  Republic 
offers  a  beacon  to  cheer  and  animate  the  friends  of  human  lights  and 
equal  laws,  it  at  the  same  time  sends  forth  a  light  that  despotism  would 
fain  extinguish.  For,  be  assured,  the  Despots  of  Europe  would  gladly 
cast  aside  their  petty  contentions  to  form  another  unholy  alliance  against 
the  growing  Republic  of  America;  and  though  their  combined  power 
might  fail  to  crush  your  liberties,  they  would  not  fail  in  desolating  your 
shores,  and  in  destroying  great  numbers  of  your  people. 

What,  too,  lias  prevented  the  further  developement  of  your  national  re¬ 
sources? — the  cultivation  of  your  fertile  soil? — the  increase  of  your  cap¬ 
ital? — the  progress  of  your  commer  ce  ? — and  the  further  prosperity  of 
your  people  ?  What,  but  the  same  power  that  has  retarded  our  liberties, 
paralyzed  our  manufactures,  crippled  our  commerce,  and  pauperised  and 
impoverished  our  country  ?  What,  but  the  selfish  monopolising  aristoc¬ 
racy  of  England?  who,  by  their  prohibitory  laws,  their  imposts  and  bur¬ 
thens,  have  raised  up  barriers  of  injustice  and  enmity,  to  prevent  the 
prosperity  of  both  countries. 
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Despite  their  maddened  efforts,  however,  these  barriers  are  fast  yield¬ 
ing  to  the  progress  of  thought ;  the  knell  of  monopoly  and  injustice  is 
sounding,  and  the  prospect  of  political  righteousness  and  social  happiness 
is  lighting  up  with  hope  the  cheeks  of  our  famished  and  pauperised  popu¬ 
lation.  Working  men  of  America,  do  not  we  pray  you,  by  any  unwise 
proceedings  on  your  part,  retard  or  prevent  the  consummation  of  such  pro¬ 
spective  happiness,  the  fruits  of  which  you  will  not  eventually  fail  to 
share. 

We  fain  hoped  that  Republican  America  was  free  from  that  mania  of 
Kings  and  Princes,  the  grasping  after  territory  and  dominion.  Think 
you  that  any  amount  of  real  power  or  advantage ,  either  to  you  or  to  us, 
could  be  gained  by  the  possession  of  such  an  inhospitable  and  savage  re¬ 
gion  as  that  now  disputed  by  your  rulers  and  ours  ?  Think  you  that  the 
strength  of  England  is  augmented  by  her  dominion  over  her  colonies, 
most  of  which  she  must  keep  bristling  with  bayonets,  to  keep  down  her 
half-rebellious  progeny  ?  It  is  true ,  they  may  form  objects  of  solicitude 
to  the  scions  and  offshoots  of  our  aristocracy,  enabling  them  to  eat  the 
bread  of  idleness,  but  to  the  mass  of  the  English  people  they  are  far  more 
burthensome  than  profitable.  Surely  the  disputed  question,  regarding  the 
territory  of  Oregon,  might  be  amicably  settled  by  arbitration,  the  peace¬ 
ful  and  just  mode  of  arranging  all  such  matters,  without  plunging  our  two 
countries  into  war,  and,  it  might  be,  the  whole  of  Europe  also  :  and,  with 
such  an  unfortunate  event,  all  its  destructive  consequences — a  state  of  des¬ 
olation  and  misery  it  would  take  centuries  to  repair. 

And  surely  you,  the  Working  Classes  of  America,  cannot  so  readily 
have  forgotten  the  lessons  of  your  greatest  statesmen  and  profoundest 
philosophers  respecting  the  evils  and  consequences  of  war ;  nor  can  we 
suppose  that  you  have  less  regard  for  those  great  principles  of  morality 
and  religion  which  unitedly  condemn  it  as  one  of  the  monster  evils  that 
afflict  our  race. 

Working  Men,  this  military  and  warlike  spirit  must  be  curbed  and  kept 
in  subjection,  if  ever  we  desire  the  civilization  and  happiness  of  our  race. 
Men,  indeed,  cannot  be  called  civilized  who  will  consent  to  be  made  the 
tools  and  playthings  of  statesmen,  or  who  delight  in  the  playing  of  sol¬ 
diers  on  their  own  account.  The  constant  appeals  to  the  individual  van¬ 
ity  and  mere  animal  propensity  of  the  soldier,  and  the  narrow  spirit  of 
nationality  sought  to  be  engendered,  are  antagonist  to  the  mental  and 
moral  development  of  our  nature,  and  the  broad  and  ennobling  principles 
of  universal  brotherhood  and  peace. 

How  much  longer  will  the  laboring  population  of  the  world  submit  that 
that  wealth  which  is  accumulated  by  their  incessant  toils,  anxieties,  and 
privations,  shall  be  applied  to  the  keeping  of  thousands  in  idleness  and 
vice,  with  no  other  object  in  view  than  that  of  still  making  them  toil 
for  the  drones  of  society,  or  the  going  forth  at  the  bidding  of  their  rulers 
to  murder  and  destroy.  For,  in  our  desire  for  human  progress,  we  could 
wish  that  what  is  called  “  honorable  warfare ”  and  “  glorious  victories ” 
were  properly  designated  national  crimes  !  For  were  they  for  the 
most  part  stripped  of  their  gloss  and  glory,  and  tried  by  our  moral  and 
Christian  code ,  one  of  them  would  exhibit  an  aggregate  of  crime,  com- 
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prising  murder,  robbery  and  devastation,  more  black  and  atrocious  than 
could  be  found  in  the  collected  annals  of  a  century. 

The  war  spirit  already  excited  between  our  two  countries  has  prepared 
the  way  and  given  a  prelex  to  our  rulers  to  inflict  additional  burthens  on 
our  working-class  population.  Already  they  have  announced  their  inten¬ 
tion  of  adding,  under  the  name  of  militia,  upwards  of  40,000  soldiers  to 
our  present  army  ;  to  take  our  brethren  from  their  homes  and  avocations  ; 
and  while,  on  the  one  hand,  they  cause  us  to  pay  upwards  of  ten  millions 
annually  for  our  Clergy,  to  preach  to  them  the  religion  of  peace  and 
brotherhood,  to  impose  additional  taxes,  on  the  other  hand,  for  the  purpose 
of  imbuing  their  minds  with  the  spirit  of  war  and  vengeance. 

This  additional  number  of  human  beings,  who  by  their  skill  and  labor 
could  raise  food,  clothing  and  habitations  to  bless  the  half-starved  millions 
of  our  country,  are  to  be  taken,  many  of  them  from  their  wives  and  chil¬ 
dren,  for  three  years ,  to  be  drilled  and  disciplined  in  the  arts  of  destruc¬ 
tion  ;  and,  it  is  said,  to  be  kept  apart  from  their  fellow-citizens  in  milita¬ 
ry  barracks ,  doubtless  lest  sympathy  and  interchange  of  thought  should 
disqualify  them  for  their  brutal  profession. 

This  burthen  too  will,  in  all  probability,  as  usual,  fall  upon  the  Work¬ 
ing  Classes  for  the  most  part ;  for,  should  they  seek,  by  fne  or  substitute , 
to  avoid  being  taken  from  their  homes  and  families,  the  poorest  laborer 
on  his  shilling  per  day  will  have  to  pay  equally  with  the  wealthiest  per¬ 
son  in  the  kingdom  ;  the  consequence  will  be,  that  wealth  will  in  most 
cases  procure  exemption,  and  the  sons  of  poverty  be  left  to  their  fate. 

Such,  friends,  are  the  first  fruits  of  this  warlike  excitement  here,  about 
a  portion  of  territory  of  little  use  to  either  country,  and  which  perhaps,  in 
strict  justice,  belongs  to  neither.  But  why  should  we,  the  industrious 
classes,  year  after  year,  and  age  after  age,  thus  submit  to  injustice?  We, 
whose  interest  is  in  the  peaceful  cultivation  of  our  respective  countries — 
in  the  production  of  the  conveniences  and  arts  of  life — in  the  peaceful  in¬ 
terchange  of  our  commodities, — and  in  the  intellectual  and  moral  develop¬ 
ment  of  ourselves  and  children — why  should  we,  who  have  no  quarrels 
or  disputes  with  one  another,  be  thus  continually  made  the  victims  or 
tools  of  those  who  delight  in  contention  and  profit  by  wrar  ? 

Fellow-men  !  deeply  impressed  with  the  wickedness,  injustice  and  mis¬ 
ery  that  always  flow  from  such  contentions,  we  would  call  upon  all  good 
men,  but  more  especially  on  you,  the  Working  classes  of  England  and 
America,  to  use  every  intellectual,  moral,  and  political  means  you  pos¬ 
sess,  to  extinguish  that  spark  of  national  animosity  which  is  now  sought 
to  be  fanned  into  a  flame,  and  to  be  prepared  to  make  any  personal  sac¬ 
rifice  to  prevent  the  direful  calamity  of  war  between  the  two  countries. 
On  tiiis  subject  we  have  morality,  Christianity,  and  justice  on  our  side; 
and  if  our  firm  and  peaceful  conduct  should  call  forth  the  power  of  the 
law  or  the  strength  of  the  oppressor,  we  had  better  be  martyrs  in  the  cause 
of  right,  than  suffer  ou>  selves  to  be  coerced  into  the  shedding  of  human 
blood,  and  the  retarding  of  the  civilization  of  our  race. 

We  trust,  however,  that  this  dispute  of  our  rulers  may  be  speedily  set¬ 
tled  by  arbitration;  and  earnestly  hope  that  the  growing  intelligence  of 
the  age  may  lead  men  to  perceive  the  demoralizing  and  deteriorating  effects 
of  soldiers  and  armies ,  and  to  perceive  that  war  is  more  fatal  in  its  mor- 
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al  and  physical  effects ,  than  the  plagues ,  earthquakes,  and  tornadoes  of 
nature.  That  so  impressed,  they  will  speedily  free  themselves  from  the 
evils  and  expenses  of  standing  armies,  garrisons,  and  ships  of  war — that 
they  will  soon  seek  amicably  to  settle  their  national  disputes  by  a  Con¬ 
gress  of  Nations,  freely  chosen  by  the  people  in  their  respective 
countries — and  that  through  such  instrumentality  universal  peace  and  hu¬ 
man  brotherhood  may  be  established,  freedom  extended,  commerce  promot¬ 
ed,  and  the  arts,  industry,  and  civilization  of  each ,  be  made  to  contribute 
to  the  welfare  of  all. 

In  the  ardent  desire  for  fellowship  and  peace,  and  in  the  hope  that 
both  our  countries  may  advance  in  knowledge  and  happiness,  and  seek  to 
promote  the  happiness  of  all  others,  we  remain  your  brethren,  the  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  National  Association. 

Signed  on  their  behalf, 

W.  LOVELL,  Sec. 

National  Hall,  242,  Holborn, 

January  20th,  1846. 


DEFENSIVE  WAR. 

BY  REV.  MOSES  BALLOU. 

May  not  war  be  necessary  for  national  defence  ?  If  foreign  powers 
attack  us,  shall  we  not  fight  ? 

It  has  been  a  most  difficult  question  for  me  to  decide ;  and  yet,  I  some¬ 
times  think  that  it  ought  not  to  be.  I  have  tried  to  consider  the  matter 
with  all  the  seriousness  that  its  terrible  magnitude  renders  necessary.  I 
have  tried  to  investigate  it  as  fully  as  I  am  able,  and  my  firm  conviction 
now  is,  that  self-defence  even  cannot  justify  war. 

I  do  not  say  how  far  human  reason,  which  is  more  or  less  clouded  per¬ 
haps  by  passion  or  prejudice,  would  lead  to  this  decision :  but  sure  am  I 
that  the  Divine  reason  forbids  it.  God’s  law  may  express  no  specif  c  pro¬ 
hibition  that  is  direct  and  unquestionable  ;  but,  aside  from  the  whole  spir¬ 
it  of  the  gospel  which  is  plainly  opposed  to  it,  there  are  specific  command¬ 
ments  which  must  be  violated  by  the  practice. 

But  I  cannot  argue  this  question  here.  I  merely  announce  my  solemn 
conviction  that  no  man  can  engage  even  in  a  defensive  warfare  sustained 
and  justified  by  the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion.  And  with  the 
Divine  voice  of  that  religion  sounding  in  my  ears,  I  dare  not  go  out  to  kill 
my  fellow-men  :  men  who  have  done  no  wrong  but  in  obedience  to  their 
rulers  :  no,  not  to  save  my  own  life,  property,  or  the  government  under 
which  I  live  !  If  there  is  no  other  alternative  before  me  but  to  give  up 
all  these,  or  violate  the  requirements  of  my  Heavenly  Father,  then,  as  a 
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Christian,  I  cannot  hesitate  a  single  moment  in  my  choice.  No  dearer  are 
these  to  my  heart  than  was  the  “  only  son”  Isaac  to  the  heart  of  Abraham ; 
and  him  he  gave  freely  because  God  had  commanded  it! 

The  government  under  which  I  live  I  deem  by  far  the  best  on  earth, 
but  it  maybe  overturned  :  its  noble  principles  may  be  crushed  for  a  time  ; 
the  tree  of  liberty  may  be  hewn  down,  and  the  monarch’s  throne,  or  any 
thing  else  which  the  folly  of  human  wisdom  may  devise,  usurp  its  place : 
and  deeply,  bitterly,  as  I  should  mourn  over  the  event,  fervently  as  ray 
prayers  would  go  up  to  heaven  to  avert  such  a  calamity,  it  would  not  all 
give  me  a  single  pang  in  comparison  to  the  conviction  that  we  had  wilful¬ 
ly  and  madly  bid  defiance  to  the  laws  of  God.  I  feel  that  Christ’s  king¬ 
dom  ought  to  be  dearer  to  us  than  human  kingdoms,  and  the  Divine  laws 
of  higher  authority  than  mere  human  opinions. 

I  say  this  only  to  meet  the  common  supposition  that  such  a  crisis  can 
and  may  arise  ;  but  is  there  any  good  ground  for  this  supposition  ?  Is 
not  such  an  issue  not  only  improbable,  but  morally  impossible?  I  do  not 
ask  if  a  professedly  fighting  nation  can  be  brought  to  this  extremity. — 
Doubtless  it  could,  and  indeed  might  naturally  expect  it.  But  can  a  truly 
Christian  people,  a  people  that  feel  and  act  as  the  gospel  dictates,  ever  be 
compelled  to  fight,  or  lose  life,  liberty,  and  the  proper  pursuit  of  happi¬ 
ness  ? 

I  know  of  no  instance  in  all  history,  either  of  nations,  parties,  or  indi¬ 
viduals,  that  would  seem  to  justify  such  a  belief.  I  know  of  nothing  which 
would  indicate  that  a  peaceful  and  unarmed  nation,  a  nation  throwing  it¬ 
self  unreservedly  upon  the  good  faith  of  others,  one  which  had  proclaim¬ 
ed  to  the  world  that  it  designed  to  be  Christian,  that  it  was  the  friend  of 
peace,  that  it  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  wars  and  fightings,  would 
ever  be  directly  attacked  by  any  people.  Perhaps  the  experiment  has 
never  been  tried  sufficiently  to  enable  us  to  judge.  I  wish  that  it  could 
be.  I  think  it  is  high  time  that  it  was.  Nations  have  tried  the  war  prin¬ 
ciple  long  enough.  Let  them  now  try  the  principles  of  the  gospel.  For 
thousands  of  years  have  they  struggled  to  protect  themselves  and  their 
rights  by  hatred,  violence,  and  blood,  and  how  have  they  succeeded  r 
Generally,  very  much  like  the  Scotch  boys  mentioned  by  the  Ettrick 
Shepherd,  who,  after  beating  and  bruising  each  other,  elosed  their  fight 
with  the  mutual  declaration,  “  If  ye’ll  let  me  alane,  I’ll  let  ye  alane.” 

I  wish  they  would  give  more  Christian  means  a  fair  trial.  I  wish  they 
would  lay  by  helmet,  gun,  and  sword,  and  try  the  weapons  of  simple 
truth  and  reason  wielded  in  the  spirit  of  forbearance  and  love.  If  the 
people  of  our  country  would  but  bring  themselves  up  to  this :  if  they 
would  disband  their  armies  and  put  them  to  some  industrious  employ- 
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ment ;  convert  their  ships  of  war  into  merchant-vessels,  “  beat  their 
swords  into  ploughshares,  and  their  spears  into  pruning-hooks,”  and)  say 
to  the  wicked,  fighting  world,  in  manly  and  Christian  tones :  “  we  detest 
war,  we  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  we  do  not  hate  our  fellow-men, 
but  love  them,  and  we  had  rather  bear  their  wrongs  even  than  to  do 
wrong  to  them;”  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  that  nation  on  earth  so  di¬ 
abolically  savage  as  ever  to  wish  to  molest  us.  I  believe  that  it  would 
throw  over  us  a  great  moral  shield  a  thousand-fold  more  effectual  than 
war  ever  gave  to  any  people  on  earth. 

I  would  earnestly  ask  any  man  to  point  to  a  single  instance  in  which 
this  Christian  practice  has  ever  failed  to  give  security  to  those  who  have 
adopted  it.  Certain  am  I  that  in  all  cases  which  have  come  to  my  knowl¬ 
edge,  it  has  justified  the  wisdom  of  him  who  demands  it  of  us. 

Did  not  Wm.  Penn,  and  his  band  of  peace-loving  Friends,  walk  in 
freedom  and  security  surrounded  by  the  war-knives  of  a  murderous  foe  ; 
simply  because  they  were  true  to  their  Christian  principles  and  would  not 
fight?  And  were  not  those  who  girded  on  their  armor,  and  depended 
upon  their  war-implements  for  defence,  cut  down  without  mercy,  and 
their  wives  and  little  ones  given  to  the  tomahawk  and  the  flames  ? 

0,  I  am  almost  led  to  think  sometimes  that  we  have  not  learned  the 
first  rudiments  of  our  holy  religion  !  We  have  not  faith  in  it.  We  dare 
not  trust  it.  We  feel  safer  even  behind  the  musket  and  the  cannon  than 
we  do  reposing  in  the  truth  and  protection  of  God. 

Whoever  may  be  our  enemies,  be  they  men  or  fiends,  Jove  will  do  more 
for  our  protection  than  hatred.  The  angel  of  peace  will  give  us  greater 
security  than  all  the  armed  legions  that  can  be  marshalled  by  the  war- 
god. 


[From  Douglass  Jerrold’s  Sliilling  Magazine.] 

TO  EBENEZER  PRUNE,  GROCER  AND  GENERAL  DEALER,  OF 

THE  TOWN  OF  NUMSKULL. 

Dear  Ebenezer, 

Your  letter  came  to  hand.  There  was  no  fear  of  that.  No  letter 
that  showed  a  man  to  be  a  fool,  ever  yet  miscarried.  And  a  pretty  noo¬ 
dle  your  bit  of  foolscap  paints  you.  What !  you’re  glad  we’re  going  to 
have  out  the  militia  ?  You’re  delighted  to  find  we’ve  so  much  blood  in 
us?  Blood,  indeed  !  What  business  has  any  decent  Christian  man  with 
blood,  unless  in  the  way  of  black  puddings  ? 

Well,  at  your  time  of  life,  I  didn’t  think  you  could  have  had  the  pipe¬ 
clay  fever  so  strong  upon  you  !  And  yet  it  only  makes  out  a  notion  of 
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mine.  You  may  begin  with  boys  and  lads,  and  teach  them  what’s  right 
and  straight, — but  it’s  plaguy  hard  to  take  the  twist  and  crank  out  of  you 
respectable  middle-aged  Solomons  that  will  be  fools,  and  still  think  you’re 
so  very  wise,  only  because  you’re  fools  with  a  grave  face.  You  say,  the 
whole  town  of  Numskull  is  ripe  for  war.  Is  it?  ’Twould  serve  it  right 
just  to  have  one  morning’s  relish  of  it.  The  mayor,  you  say,  is  very  hot 
for  glory,  and  the  mayoress  and  her  daughters  dying  to  see  the  whole 
town  in  regimentals.  If  the  thing  could  be  done,  1  should  like  to  have 
Numskull  besieged,  and  the  mayor’s  house  particularly  well  peppered. 
’Twould  be  a  nice  holiday,  a  capital  sight  for  the  rest  of  all  England.  I 
think  I  could  arrange  a  very  pretty  day’s  amusement. 

Let  me  see  :  we  will  begin  about  seven  o’clock  in  the  morning.  The 
mayor  is  yet  in  his  bed,  lying  on  his  back,  twiddling  his  thumbs,  and 
counting  over  his  virtues.  Whiz — bang — crash  !  A  shell — fired  by  the 
Yankee  Wholehog  artillery — (they  landed  last  night  from  the  Cashdown, 
Pennsylvanian  frigate) — falls  through  the  roof — through  floor  and  floor — 
carries  away,  never  minding  the  mayoress’s  screams,  half  the  state  tester, 
leaving  the  mayor  and  his  wife  unhurt, — but  still  falling  through  din¬ 
ing-room  and  parlor, — and  intent  upon  doing  its  worst,  descending  into 
the  cellar,  and  finally  dropping  into  a  pipe  of  the  very  best  beeswing  port, 
just  going  to  be  bottled.  Now,  this  bomb  we’ll  suppose  to  be  the  first 
sugar-plum  of  war  ! 

The  Mayor  jumps  out  of  bed,  thinking  of  his  money-box,  his  plate,  his 
bonds,  his  pipe  of  port,  and  his  wife  and  daughters.  The  lady  mayoress 
screams  like — no,  I  can’t  think  of  nothing  stronger — like  a  woman  !  And 

J  o  o 

then  her  five  daughters,  all  in  their  bed  gowns  and  curl-papers,  rushing 
in,  scream  too,  to  show  the  tenderness  and  the  weakness  of  their  woman 
hood.  Now,  Ebenezer,  arn’t  all  these  creatures  pretty  hypocrites  ?  I 
mean  what  I  say — and  I’ll  prove  it. 

Bless  their  little  satisfied  souls !  how  they  do  love  the  military,  to  be 
sure!  What  a  beautiful  thing  is  a  review  to  ’em — isn’t  it?  And  how 
they’ll  smile  upon  cannon-balls  as  if  they  were  things  to  eat — and  how 
they’ll  wink  their  precious  eyes  in  the  breast-plates  of  the  dear  officers, 
more  than  if  they  stared  in  their  own  looking-glasses  !  And  then,  in 
their  little  puffed-up  hearts,  they  think  no  more  of  a  man  than  of  a  barn¬ 
door  fowl,  if  he  isn’t  a  soldier.  But  only  put  a  feather  in  his  cap — red 
cloth  and  gold  lace  on  his  body — roll  him  tight  round  with  a  sash  (the 
babe  of  glory  !) — and  let  a  long  sword  dangle  by  his  side — and  to  woman’s 
heart,  what  a  dear  peacock  the  sweet  fellow  is  !  She  could  follow  him 
all  over  the  world  ;  his  feathers  are  so  fine,  and  he  does  strut  so  beauti¬ 
fully  !  And  in  this  way,  Ebenezer,  do  women  again  and  again  make 
themselves  parties  to  war  and  wickedness  !  In  their  hearts,  to  be  sure, 
they  don’t  mean  it.  They’ll  faint,  some  of  ’em,  to  see  a  cut  finger;  but 
then  a  review  only  shows  the  frippery  of  war — without  the  blood.  The 
music’s  beautiful,  and  there’s  no  call  then  for  lint.  *  *  *  * 

But  let  me  come  back — for  I’ve  wandered  a  long  way — to  the  seige  of 
Numskull,  just  to  let  you  see  the  beauties  of  war.  Well,  the  mayor, 
and  his  wife  and  daughters,  are  all  embracing  one  another  in  the  bed¬ 
room,  when  bang  comes  another  shell,  and  blows  away  Maria  and  Lou¬ 
isa  (young  pretty  things,  that  never  did  harm  to  anybody)  into  the  next 
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world.  Bang — bang — fall  the  shells  !  Crash  goes  the  house,  and  the 
mayor  and  his  wife,  and  three  daughters,  scramble  down  stairs,  and  hide 
in  the  cellar ! 

Now,  Mr.  Mayor  was  a  great  man  for  war,  and  all  its  glory.  Yes ! 
when  full  of  his  best  port,  he  would  give  his  favorite  toast — “  A  speedv 
war  and  soon  !”  And  wherefore  ?  The  purple-faced  old  ass  knew  noth¬ 
ing  of  war  but  its  outside  finery.  The  regimental  band,  the  fifes  and 
drums,  made  him  feel  as  strong  as  Samson — but  then  he’d  never  had 
bomb-shells  drop  through  his  house,  and  his  helpless  children  slaughter¬ 
ed  under  his  eyes.  How  very  differently  does  he  now — squatted  low, 
like  a  toadstool  in  his  cellar — think  of  war  !  How  does  he  groan,  and 
shake,  and  in  his  misery  tear  his  grey  hair, — as  he  hears  the  hell  of  war 
roaring  about  him — and  listens  to  the  yells  and  shouts  of  men,  like  dev¬ 
ils  escaped  from  the  burning  pit,  to  work  destruction  !  And  now — bang — 
bang — his  house  is  burst  open — half  the  regiment  of  the  Pennsylvanian 
rifles  flock  in — Pillage,  Pillage  is  the  cry— they  tear  from  room  to  room— 
they  descend  into  the  cellar — they  stave  in  pipes  and  hogsheads — they 
seize  the  mayor’s  three  daughters — and  (could  he  ever  have  thought  it  ?} 
now  is  he  grateful  that  Maria  and  Louisa,  in  sudden  death,  met  a  better 
fate.  Well,  the  poor  mayor  makes  a  rush  at  one  of  the  heroes,  when  his 
brains  are  knocked  out  by  the  butt-end  of  a  musket,  and  the  “  glory”  con¬ 
tinues. 

But  I  know  vour  answer  to  this.  You  say,  “  we  never  suffered  all 
this.  The  rascally  enemy  can’t  come  to  Numskull  to  do  this  wickedness 
— we  are  safe  !”  Why,  you  stony-hearted  ruffian— forgive  me,  for  a  min¬ 
ute,'  Ebenezer — is  the  atrocity  any  the  less  because  you  don’t  suffer  it ; 
is  it  a  bit  better  because  you  send  out  men  to  do  all  this  and  endure  none 
of  the  horror  yourself?  But,  so  it  is,  Ebenezer  ;  you  and  such  noodles  as 
you,  roar  about  the  glory  of  war,  became  you’ve  only  seen  a  review- 
have  only  looked  upon  the  fine  glossy  skin  of  the  tiger,  and  have  never 
felt  its  teeth  and  claws.  True  it  is,  you’ve  paid  taxes  :  and  certainly,  it 
is  thought  bad  enough  to  bleed  at  the  pocket ;  but,  after  all,  ’tis  not  quite 
so  bad  as  to  bleed  yourself,  or  see  your  wife  or  children  bleeding  on 
the  bayonet.  Purse-strings  are  delicate  ;  but,  somehow  or  the  other, 
heart-strings  carry  it. 

And  therefore,  Ebenezer,  let  me  hear  no  more  of  your  cock-a-doodle- 
do-ing  about  the  splendor  of  war,  and  the  grandeur  of  the  militia.  If 
you  want  to  punish  your  fellow-creatures,  arn’t  you  a  grocer  and  general 
dealer,  and  can’t  you  be  satisfied  ? 

There’s  short-weight,  adulteration,  passing-off  bad  money, — fifty  ways 
for  vou  to  delight  the  devil  with  ;  but  don’t  treat  him  to  the  morsel  of  all 
that  he  best  loves — war — wicked,  stupid  war ! 

And  with  this,  I  am,  Your  best  friend, 

JUNIPER  HEDGEHOG,  Cabman. 


War  is  the  barbarous  custom  of  duelling  extended  to  nations. 

War  oppresses  the  industrious  poor,  to  settle  the  disputes  of  the  luxu 
rious  rich. 

War  makes  desolate  homes,  broken  hearts,  widows,  and  orphans. 
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A  WORD  TO  A  YOUNG  LADY, 

ABOUT  THE  EIGHTH  OF  JANUARY  BALL. 

The  Eighth  of  January  Ball !  Y  es,  the  hall  was  lighted,  with  diamonds 
and  eyes  brighter  than  diamonds,  they  say.  But  the  eighth  of  January 
—what  makes  that  the  great  dancing  evening  of  the  year?  Whatever 
happened  on  that  day  or  evening  to  set  all  the  fairy  feet  and  fiddles  in 
the  country  a-going  after  such  a  fashion  ?  Yes,  it  is  true,  they  say,  that 
more  than  a  thousand  men  in  red-coats  were  killed  before  New  Orleans 
one  Eighth  of  January,  by  men  with  coats  half  black  and  half  red.  And 
every  man  of  them  that  laid  down  in  his  blood  and  died  with  his  eyes 
open  in  the  hot  sand,  had  some  one  on  the  other  side  of  the  ocean  that 
loved  him — a  mother,  a  brother,  or  a  sister  just  like  you,  it  may  be, 
Among  the  acres  of  dead  and  dying  men  that  lay  with  ball  and  bayonet- 
holes  through  their  breasts,  there  were  hundreds  of  young  men,  scarcely 
twenty  years  of  age.  And  they  had  danced  too,  in  merry  England,  on 
many  a  merry  evening,  with  England’s  fairest  daughters.  Young  men 
they  were  of  warm  and  generous  hearts,  who  had  been  the  light  and  life 
of  many  a  social  circle.  And  the  last  words  that  moved  their  pale, 
bloodless  lips,  were  the  names  of  loved  ones  in  another  land,  who  never 
danced  after  they  heard  what  was  done  on  the  Eighth  of  January.  And 
there  is  sorrow  and  silence  in  a  thousand  English  homes  at  the  thought 
of  that  day’s  doing.  And  you,  and  thousands  like  you,  who  would  faint 
away  to  see  a  man’s  little  finger  cut  off,  can  dance  with  a  heart  fhll  of 
mirth  on  the  anniversary  of  that  day  of  blood  !  Come,  think  of  the  thing 
a  moment.  Suppose,  when  the  Battle  of  New  Orleans  was  over,  and  the 
fields  were  covered  with  mangled  and  bleeding  men,  writhing  and  wail¬ 
ing  in  tlieir  agony  of  pain,  the  ladies  of  the  city  had  gone  out  in  their 
ball  dresses  and  danced  to  the  music  of  fiddles  around  the  dead  and  dy¬ 
ing  ;  reddening  their  white  kids  in  the  hot,  human  blood  that  smoked  in  the 
sand.  Would  it  not  have  been  celebrating  the  Eighth  after  your  own 
way?  Suppose  that,  next  January,  the  floor  of  your  dancing  hall  should 
be  sanded  with  the  bone-dust  of  the  young  Britons  who  fell  on  the  Eighth, 
would  your  feet  be  the  less  light  for  it  in  the  waltz,  Miss  Angelina  ? 
And  if  some  noble-bearing  youth  from  beyond  the  sea  were  by  }'our  side 
— the  son  of  one  who  fell  on  the  celebrated  Eighth  with  an  American  bay¬ 
onet  in  his  heart — would  it  check  the  merry  humor  of  your  eye,  to  tell 
him,  half  way  down  the  dance,  that  the  pulverised  bones  of  his  father 
whitened  the  floor  ?  And  if  a  hundred  grey-haired  English  mothers,  whose 
only  sons  were  blown  to  pieces  before  the  batteries  at  New  Orleans, 
should  come  and  sit  down  in  a  row  by  the  wall,  would  it  bate  the  spirit 
of  the  step,  to  tell  them  you  were  celebrating  the  slaughter  of  their 
loved  ones,  young  maiden  ?  And  if  the  daughters  of  the  young  fathers 
who  fell  on  the  Eighth,  should  come,  and  with  their  white  arras  entwin¬ 
ed  with  yours,  should  ask  you  the  significance  of  the  evening  and  of  the 
music  and  dancing,  would  it  start  a  daughter’s  sympathy  in  your  heart 
to  answer  them  truly,  young  woman  ?  E.  B. 
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In  the  last  number  of  the  Advocate  we  were  compelled  to  exclude  a  notice  of  peace 
movements  at  home,  in  order  to  make  room  for  a  record  of  the  Friendly  International  Ad¬ 
dresses  between  this  country  and  Great  Britian  on  the  subject  of  Peace.  Since  the  issue 
of  the  February  number,  many  interesting  meetings  have  been  held  in  different  parts  of 
New  England  by  the  friends  of  universal  brotherhood.  On  the  17th  of  Februaiy  the 
friends  of  peace  in  the  county  met  in  Convention  in  the  town  of  Worcester,  and  formed 
the  Worcester  County  Peace  Society,  founded  on  the  following  Constitution : 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article  1.  This  Society  shall  be  designated  “  The  Worcester  County  Peace  So¬ 
ciety.” 

Art.  2.  The  object  of  this  association  shall  be  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  Peace  and 
Universal  Brotherhood  ;  and  being  founded  on  the  principle  that  all  War  is  utterly  incon¬ 
sistent  with  the  spirit  of  Christianity,  will  endeavor  to  illustrate  its  baleful  influence  on  all 
the  great  interests  of  mankind,  and  devise  means  for  insuring  permanent  and  universal 
Peace. 

Art.  3.  All  persons  desirous  of  promoting  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  towards  men, 
may  become  members  of  this  society  by  contributing  annually  to  its  funds. 

Art.  4.  Any  person  paying  Ten  Dollars  at  one  time  shall  be  a  Life  Member  of  the  So¬ 
ciety. 

Art.  5.  The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  President,  four  Vice  Presidents,  Cor.  Sec¬ 
retary,  Rec.  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  an  Executive  Committee  of  five,  to  whom  the  man¬ 
agement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Society  shall  be  especially  entrusted ;  all  the  other  officers  of 
the  Society,  being,  when  present,  ex-officio  members  of  the  Committee. 

Art.  6.  The  annual  meeting  for  the  choice  of  Officers  and  other  meetings  of  the  Society, 
shall  be  holden  at  such  times  and  places  as  the  Executive  Committee  shall  designate,  and 
all  officers  shall  hold  their  respective  places  until  others  are  chosen. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  nomination  of  officers  for  the  Worcester  Coun¬ 
ty  Peace  Society,  reported  the  following  names : 

AMASA  WALKER,  President,  Jos  W.  Cross,  Benj.  D.  Peck,  Geo.  Trask,  Joseph 
Allen,  Vice  Presidents ,  Elihu  Burritt,  Cor.  Secretary ,  Julius  L.  Clark,  Pec.  Secre- 
tary ,  Anthony  Chase,  Treasurer ,  Charles  White,  Edward  Earle,  Alonzo  Hill, 
Charles  Davis,  Thos.  V.  Sullivan,  Executive  Committee. 

Which  report  was  adopted  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  Convention. 

The  formation  of  the  Society  occupied  principally  the  morning  session  of  the  Convention. 
During  the  afternoon  and  evening  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  peace  cause  were  dis¬ 
cussed  in  an  excellent  spirit  and  with  marked  ability,  by  Samuel  E.  Coues,  Esq.  President 
of  the  American  Peace  Society,  Rev.  John  Pierpont  of  Troy,  Prof.  Amasa  Walker  of  North 
Brookfield,  Rev.  M.  G.  Thomas  of  Boston,  Rev.  Elnathan  Davis,  Rev.  Adin  Ballou,  Rev. 
B.  D.  Peck,  Rev.  Mr.  Wilson,  Joshua  P.  Blanchard,  of  Boston,  Freeman  Walker,  Esq. 
North  Brookfield,  and  several  others.  All  the  speakers  took  the  strong  ground  that  all  war 
is  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  Christianity. 

A  few  weeks  subsequent  to  this  Convention  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Worcester 
County  Peace  Society  met,  and  among  other  measures  which  were  adopted  to  carry  out  the 
beneficent  aims  of  the  organization,  they  appointed  Rev.  Elnathan  Davis  as  agent,  to  visit 
the  different  towns  in  the  county  and  present  the  cause  and  claims  of  Peace,  and  to  solicit 
to  it  the  patronage  of  public  sympathy  and  assistance.  We  refer  to  an  account  of  his 
movements  and  success  in  another  place. 

Convention  in  Norwich.— On  the  18th  of  February,  a  convention  of  the  friends 
of  Peace  was  held  in  Norwich,  Ct.  There  were  present,  Samuel  E.  Coues,  Esq.  of  Ports¬ 
mouth,  Rev.  M.  G.  Thomas,  and  J.  P.  Blanchard  of  Boston,  Rev.  Elnathan  Davis,  and 
Elihu  Burritt  of  Worcester.  Owing  to  a  limited  notice  of  the  Convention,  the  audience* 
was  small,  especially  in  the  afternoon.  The  Town  Hall  being  difficult  of  access,  and  other- 
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wise  inconvenient,  the  evening  session  was  transferred  to  the  Universalist  Church,  the  on¬ 
ly  house  disengaged.  Here  a  goodly  number  assembled,  and  listened  with  the  deepest  at¬ 
tention  to  the  enunciation  of  the  sublimest  doctrines  of  the  Gospel  against  all  War.  The 
discussion  was  distinguished  by  a  fervent  religious  sentiment,  which  all  seemed  to  feel. — 
The  speakers  were  unusually  impressive,  and  so  were  the  audience,  in  the  affecting  still¬ 
ness  with  which  they  received  truths  of  solemn  interest  to  human  nature.  A  spirit  of  de¬ 
votion  seemed  to  pervade  the  meeting  and  to  inspire  its  exercises ;  and  when  one  of  our 
Peace  band,  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas,  knelt  down  in  the  pulpit,  at  the  close  of  the  addresses,  and 
invoked  the  blessing  of  the  God  of  Peace  upon  us  all,  every  heart  seemed  to  pray,  and  every 
prayer  to  be  answered  at  the  moment. 

Amasa  Walker,  Esq.  delivered  a  Peace  lecture  before  the  South  Brookfield  Lyceum  on 
the  25th  of  February,  which  was  well  received.  We  are  happy  to  learn  that  this  subject 
has  occupied  the  discussions  of  Debating  Societies,  and  Village  Lyceums  in  different  parts 
of  the  country  during  the  past  winter. 

Rev.  Elnathan  Davis  and  Elihu  Burritt  spent  the  last  Sabbath  of  February  in  the  inter¬ 
esting  village  of  Brooklyn,  Ct.,  and  addressed  the  people  of  that  place  on  the  subject  of 
Peace.  They  were  listened  to  with  deep  attention. 

% 

Samuel  E.  Coues,  Esq.,  addressed  the  citizens  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  on  a  Sunday  even¬ 
ing,  during  the  month  of  March.  The  large  Temple  was  well  filled,  and  the  audience  ap¬ 
peared  deeply  impressed  with  the  power  and  truth  of  the  principles  of  peace. 

Elihu  Burritt  being  in  Nantucket  on  Sunday,  the  23d  ult.  addressed  the  people  of  that 
place  twice  on  the  subject  of  peace ;  in  the  afternoon  in  Rev.  Mr.  Knapp’s  church,  and  in 
the  evening  in  that  of  Rev.  Mr.  Rich.  At  both  places  the  audiences  were  large  and  atten¬ 
tive.  In  fact,  there  is  not  a  town  in  the  Union  more  distinguished  for  the  prevalence  of 
peace  principles  than  Nantucket. 

The  Worcester  County  Peace  Society  promises  to  be  very  active  and  effective.  It  has 
appointed  Rev.  Elnathan  Davis  to  act  as  agent,  in  visiting  the  different  towns,  and  present¬ 
ing  the  claims  of  the  cause.  He  entered  upon  this  mission  on  the  first  of  March,  and  has 
visited  Boylston,  Dana,  Gardner,  Petersham,  Shrewsbury,  and  Westminster.  He  writes : 
“I  have  lectured  some  12  or  15  times,  and  by  visiting  individuals,  circulating  the  Advo¬ 
cate,  &c.,  have  labored  to  bring  the  great  question  of  peace  before  the  public.  I  have  been 
received  very  cordially  by  pastors  and  members  of  churches,  and  indeed  by  all  who  are 
not  maddened  by  the  accursed  spirit  of  war.  1  have  been  especially  cheered  with  the  rea¬ 
diness  with  which  those  of  widely  different  religious  and  political  views  have  united  for 
the  prosecution  of  this  good  work.” 

On  Wednesday  the  8th,  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Worcester  County 
Peace  Society  was  held  in  Worcester;  at  which  there  were  present  Amasa  Walker,  Esq., 
of  North  Brookfield,  Rev.  J.  W.  Cross,  West  Boylston,  Rev.  Elnathan  Davis,  Charles  White, 
Julius  L.  Clarke,  and  Elihu  Burritt,  of  Worcester.  It  was  resolved  that  the  first  Quarterly 
Meeting  of  the  Society  should  be  held  in  Fitchburg,  on  Friday,  April  17th,  to  continue  two 
days.  It  was  also  directed  that  3000  copies  of  “  The  Bond  of  Brotherhood”  should  be  print¬ 
ed  for  gratuitous  circulation  by  the  Society.  One  thousand  of  these  are  to  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  passengers  in  rail-road  cars,  00  to  be  sent  to  as  many  papers  in  the  Union,  and 
the  balance  to  be  circulated  in  the  County. 

Peace  Meeting  in  Boston.  —  A  Meeting  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  Boston,  on 
Sunday  evening,  the  5th.  The  house  was  well  filled,  and  several  speakers  addressed  the 
audience ;  among  which  were  Rev.  Mr.  Waterston,  Rev.  Mesrs  Stone  and  Burton,  J.  P. 
Blanchard,  Deacon  Greele,  Mr.  Andrew,  and  Elihu  Burritt. 

On  Fast  Day,  the  2d  inst.,  a  large  number  of  Peace  Sermons  were  delivered  throughout 
the  country,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  not  fail  of  doing  much  to  correct  public  sentiment  on 
the  subject  of  war. 
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Elihu  Burritt  addressed  the  people  of  Greenville,  Ct.  on  the  subject  of  peace,  on  Sun¬ 
day  evening,  April  12.  The  audience  listened  with  respectful  attention  and  evinced  much 
interest  in  the  subject. 

Peace  Meetings  were  held  in  Plymouth  for  several  successive  weeks  during  the  month 
of  March,  and  conducted  in  the  best  spirit.  Rev.  Messrs.  Briggs,  Tomlinson,  Foster,  and 
several  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  place  took  an  active  part  in  the  discussions. 

The  Two  Bostons.  New  England’s  Boston,  through  its  municipal  authorities,  has  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  Friendly  Address  of  Old  England’s  Boston,  in  a  manner  creditable  to  both. 
We  hope  to  publish  this  filial  response  in  the  next  number  of  the  Advocate. 

Rev.  Mr.  Beckwith,  Secretary  of  the  American  Peace  Society,  has  recently  been  ac¬ 
tively  engaged  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  cause  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  where 
his  efforts  have  been  attended  with  marked  success. 

The  Newspaper  Press  has,  with  a  few  exceptions,  lent  its  aid  to  the  dissemination  of 
the  principles  of  peace,  or  at  least  to  a  description  of  the  horrors  of  war. 

The  Oregon  Question.  The  friends  of  peace,  in  both  countries,  are  praying  and 
laboring  earnestly  for  the  amicable  settlement  of  this  unfortunate  controversy.  We  de¬ 
voutly  hope  that  this  question  will  not  be  suffered  to  remain  as  a  subject  of  angry  discus¬ 
sion,  and  a  supposed  foundation  for  increasing  armies  and  navies,  and  inflaming  the  spirit 
of  war.  No  people  under  heaven  can  talk  or  think  about  war  for  the  space  of  six  months, 
without  suffering  a  deterioration  of  public  morals.  If  the  extraordinary  appropriation  for 
the  increase  of  our  army  and  navy,  in  consequence  of  the  posture  of  this  question  of  con¬ 
troversy,  be  carried  through  Congress,  and  similar  appropriations  for  the  same  cause  be 
voted  in  the  British  Parliament,  then  the  dispute,  even  if  finally  settled  by  negotiation,  will 
cost  the  people  of  both  countries  more  than  $-30, 000, 000  ! 

PEACE  MOVEMENTS  ABROAD. 

The  terrible  scenes  recentlv  enacted  in  India ;  the  despotic  attempt  of  the  British  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  enrol  the  militia  by  ballot,  the  delicate  posture  of  the  Oregon  Question,  have 
tended  to  arouse  the  people  of  England  to  the  atrocities  of  war,  and  to  render  them  sus¬ 
ceptible  of  new  convictions  with  regard  to  its  moral  character.  Enthusiastic  meetings 
have  been  held,  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other,  to  remonstrate,  with  all  the  en¬ 
ergy  of  the  popular  will,  against  the  enrolment.  At  these  meetings  the  principles  of  peace, 
in  all  their  length,  breadth  and  strength,  have  been  brought  forward  and  discussed,  and 
commended  to  the  hearts  of  thousands.  Such  has  been  the  pressure  of  public  sentiment 
against  this  strong-handed  measure  of  the  Government,  that  it  is  to  be  withdrawn.  The 
sanguinary  deeds  in  India  find  but  little  more  favor  with  the  common  people,  and  the  pub¬ 
lic  press,  in  several  instances,  has  spoken  of  them  in  terms  of  earnest  deprecation.  The 
hungry  millions  of  the  United  Kingdom  have  enough  to  do  in  waiving  against  Famine; 
and  Peace  and  Bread  are  associated  as  intimately  in  their  minds  as  they  are  in  nature. 
The  abolition  of  the  Corn  Laws  has  created  a  new  interest  in  America  in  the  hopes  of 
the  manufacturing  population.  They  begin  to  feel  that  that  grand  measure  would  afford 
to  them  but  little  relief,  were  the  pacific  relations  between  the  two  countries  interrupted. 
Peace,  then,  especially  with  this  country,  is  an  angel  of  mercy  bearing  plenty  on  its  wings. 

The  Friends  have  presented  a  memorial  to  Sir  Robert  Peel,  on  the  subject  of  difficulties 
between  that  country  and  the  United  States.  This  memorial  takes  strong  ground  against 
all  war,  as  inhuman  and  unchristian ;  and  entreats  the  Government  to  make  every  con¬ 
cession  (as  it  relates  to  the  mode  of  arbitration  or  in  other  respects)  which  may  be  found 
necessary  to  the  peaceful  termination  of  the  dispute  ;  and  even  to  suffer  wrong ,  rather  than 
adopt  the  tremendous  alternative  of  plunging  the  countries  into  a  war.  “  The  Premier  was 
accompanied  by  Lord  Aberdeen.  He  received  the  deputation  with  something  more  than 
courtesy,  evincing  by  his  remarks  a  deep  interest  in  the  subject  of  the  memorial,  and  sug¬ 
gesting  that  our  American  brethren  should  use  their  influence  in  a  similar  manner  for  its 
accomplishment.’  ’ 
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We  have  recently  issued  a  little  way  messenger  of  peace,  under  the  title  of  “  The  Bond 
Brotherhood.”  It  is  to  be  filled  with  short  spicy  articles,  and  pointed  facts,  interesting 
items,  and  striking  paragraphs,  on  the  subject  of  Peace  and  War;  and  thus  adapted  to  gen¬ 
eral  and  gratuitous  circulation.  But  it  is  chiefly  designed  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  pas¬ 
sengers  in  the  railroad  cars,  and  thus,  as  it  were,  to  be  borne  on  the  wings  of  the  wind  in 
every  direction.  And  we  do  most  earnestly  invite  the  friends  of  peace,  residing  near 
these  iron  thoroughfares,  to  co-operate  with  us  in  spreading  these  little  missiles  of  good  will 
on  the  circulating  currents  of  the  public  mind.  People,  the  busiest  of  this  busy  land,  will 
read  greedily  in  the  cars,  what  they  would  not  look  at  in  their  houses  or  counting-rooms. 
Who  has  not  pored  over  old  advertisements,  while  on  the  rail-road,  merely  from  the 
necessity  of  occupying  the  mind,  or  diverting  it  from  the  tedium  of  the  way  ?  Then  those 
assembled  in  the  cars  are,  it  may  be,  from  the  four  quarters  of  the  country,  and  impres¬ 
sions  made  on  their  minds  may  affect  multitudes  that  never  saw  a  peace  publication.  In 
addition  to  this  consideration,  we  have  found,  on  personal  trial,  that  rail-road  passengers 
are  not  only  willing  but  glad  to  receive  something  to  read  and  to  interest  them  through 
‘‘the  middle  passage”  of  their  journey.  At  a  trifling  expense  all  the  great  routes  in  the 
country  might  be  supplied  with  these  way-words  of  peace  to  way-farers.  They  will  cost 
about  $3,50  per  thousand,  and  be  issued  once  in  two  weeks.  They  contain  about  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  a  common  tract  of  eight  pages.  A  boy  might  be  procured  to  distribute  them  through 
a  train  of  cars  for  about  fifty  cents  a  week.  Thus,  the  first  cost  and  distribution  of  1000 
copies  of  these  “  Bonds”  would  not  exceed  $4,50  at  the  rate  of  100  per  day.  Those  who 
may  be  disposed  to  try  this  plan  of  operation,  may  have  the  publication  at  the  sheer  cost 
of  paper  and  press  work  —  we  ask  not  a  farthing  for  our  personal  trouble  in  preparing  them. 
Ten  dollars,  worth  of  these,  would  keep  a  train  of  cars  supplied  for  a  month,  and  reach 
minds  in  every  section  of  the  country.  They  would  be  just  the  thing  to  circulate  in  the 
boats  on  the  great  Erie  Canal ;  and  we  hope  some  friend  of  peace  will  be  found  willing  to 
engage  in  that  work.  We  should  be  happy  to  send  a  specimen  of  these  Bonds  to  any  one 
desirous  of  seeing  them.  We  hope  that  the  cause  of  Peace  will  ere  long  draw  into  the 
ranks  of  its  advocates  the  aid  of  female  influence  and  the  co-operation  of  female  societies 
for  its  promotion.  A  society  of  Ladies  in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  or  Boston,  might  put  a 
peace  messenger  into  the  hands  of  every  individual  leaving  or  reaching  those  cities  in  the 
cars  or  steamboats,  and  that  too  at  a  trifling  expense. 


Acknowledgement  of  Receipts.  The  patrons  of  the  American  Peace  Society  are 
informed,  that  their  contributions,  not  having  been  acknowledged  from  month  to  month,  or 
from  quarter  to  quarter,  in  consequence  of  change  in  regard  to  the  Advocate,  will  all  be 
duly  reported  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Munificent  Legacy.  The  American  Peace  Society  is  happy  to  announce  the  receipt, 
by  its  Agent  J.  P.  Blanchard,  of  Five  Hundred  Dollars,  the  Legacy  of  Mr.  Ebenezer  W. 
Fowler,  of  Northford,  Ct.  deceased,  which  was  remitted  by  his  Executors,  Eleazer  Harri¬ 
son  and  Charles  M.  Fowler. 

AMERICAN  PEACE  SOCIETY. 

The  Depository  of  the  American  Peace  Society  is  at  No.  21,  Court  Square,  Boston.  The 
Advocate  of  Peace,  and  a  variety  of  other  peace  publications  may  always  be  obtained 
there.  J.  P.  Blanchard, 

Treasurer  and  Stationary  Agent. 


